Progress Challenge 6
History of colour in design
From the following list, choose a design period that explored colour and colour theory:
• Fauvism
• Impressionism
• Art Deco
• Bauhaus
• De Stijl
• Memphis Design movement
• Pop Art
Research your chosen topic and produce a paragraph identifying the time period of your selected
design movement, the major identifying features and ideas behind the movement and a basic
colour palette of 5–8 colours identified with that movement.
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Origin and Influences of the" Pop Art Movement"
Pop Art is a modern art movement. It emerged in both New York and London during the mid‐1950s
and became the dominant avant‐garde style until the late 1960s. "Pop Art" refers to different artists
'interest in the images of mass media, advertising, comics and consumer products.
It was influenced by the consumer boom that followed the end of the Second World War. When the
first baby boomers grew up, they drove a decade of social revolution. They became the youthful
audience that popular culture addressed, and its market. Pop Art also greatly coincided with the
youth and pop music phenomenon of the 50s and 60s.
Acting as a reaction to abstract expressionism, which consists to a non‐figurative style of painting
that was not "connecting" with either the general public, or with many artists. Pop Art emphasised
the kitschy elements of popular culture to downgrade the elitist art culture and the seriousness that
surrounded it. It marked a return to sharp paintwork and representational art and glorified
unappreciated objects and ordinary business. It aimed to make art more meaningful for everyday
people and came to target a broad audience. Although it gained many supporters for the way it was
easy to comprehend, critics saw pop art as vulgar, sensational and without merit.
Inspiration and ideas for Pop Art paintings were drawn from the commercial and consumer aspects
of everyday life, particularly in American culture. Pop artist, on both side of the Atlantic, reflected
the era's fascination with the space age and science‐fiction visions of the future, as well as the
nuclear treat. Sex, drugs and rock and roll were vital element of the sixties and popular culture, the
influence of drugs on Pop art (and other art during the fifties through the seventies) should not be
underestimated. (fig 1, fig 2)

Fig 1.
Bombs in love by Kiki Kogelnik, 1962‐63.

Fig 2.
SexWarSexCarsSex by Derek Boshier, 1966.

"Pop art Movement" Artists
Roy Lichtenstein became a household name for the way he used stencil‐like dots, thick lines, bold
colours, and thought bubbles to represent the comic book style and used the grand scale of
billboards to display his work.

Fig 3.
Masterpiece, 1962.

Fig 4.
Whaam, 1963.

Richard Hamilton

Fig5.
Just what is that makes the modern home so different, so appealing?,1956.

This collage of 1956 consists of images taken mainly from American magazines. It is an
advertisement which represent the modern ideal home using incongruous images in a domestic
setting.

Andy Warhol

Fig 6.
Campbell's Soup can 1962.

Fig 7.
Marilyn Diptych 1962.

Fig 6: It consists of thirty‐two canvases and each consisting of a painting of a Campbell's Soup can
The individual paintings were produced by a printmaking method.
Fig 7: Warhol found in Monroe a fusion of two consistent themes: death and the cult of celebrity. By
repeating the image, he evokes her ubiquitous presence in the media. The contrast of luscious color
with the ashen tones fading into oblivion suggests the star mortality.
Colour and Style of the "Pop Art Movement"
As a style, Pop Art uses the imagery, styles, and themes of advertising, mass media, and popular
culture. It often looks flat, with opaque colour rather than having depth created by layers of
transparent, glazed colour.
The colors used by the Pop Art artists are vivid, the predominant colors being yellow, red and blue
and, in comparison to other movements, they do not depict the artist’s inner sensation of the world.
Colour Palette
Predominant colour palette
Predominant colour palette extended
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